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In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
the Forest Service is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of 
race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 
(voice or RDD). USDA is an equal opportunity employer.
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Our Team
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Helena Murray
Program Manager
Helena.murray@usda.gov

Scott Burdette
Program Specialist
Scott.burdette@usda.gov

Larry Swan
ACES Program

Laurence.swan@usda.gov 

Jim Dipasquale
Program Specialist

James.dipasquale@usda.gov 
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Program Goals
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Advancing markets and innovations in wood products 
and biomass that support forest restoration, wildfire 
risk reduction, and community resilience

• Retain and expand wood processing capacity

• Develop and share resources about biomass utilization 

• Support innovations in wood and biomass utilization 

technology and market development through grants and 

technical assistance
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National Grant Programs
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• $300-1,000,000 to non-federal partners for projects 
that support markets for wood and biomass

• $13 million awarded to 29 projects in R5 in 2023

• Wood Innovations

• Community Wood

• Wood Products Infrastructure Assistance

• https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-
forest-products/wood-innovation 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/energy-forest-products/wood-innovation
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Wood Innovations
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• Up to $300,000 to support markets for wood and 
biomass 

• Focus areas:

• Wildfire crisis landscapes

• Near term wood utilization

• Potential for large scale utilization in medium term

• Wildfire recovery

• Mass timber, biofuels and other innovative wood 
products
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Community Wood
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• Up to $1,000,000 ($1.5 with special consideration) 
Shovel Ready projects only

• Grant must be no more than 35% of total capital costs

• Community wood facility: Thermally led wood energy 
less than 5 MW

• Innovative wood products facility: manufacturing 
innovative wood products or using innovative processes
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Wood Innovations & 

Community Wood - 2023 

Numbers
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• $43 million awarded nationally to 123 projects

• $4 million awarded to 15 projects in California
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Wood Innovations- 2023 

Numbers
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• $2.5 million awarded to 13 projects throughout California
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Wood Products 

Infrastructure Assistance
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• New in FY23

• Up to $1,000,000 to expand or build facilities that 
process wood from federal and tribal land

• No matching requirement, 25% leverage 
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WPIA- 2023 Numbers
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• $29 million awarded nationally 

• $9.3 million to 14 projects in California

• 4 facility expansion, 10 new facilities 
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2024 Timeline
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• Expect announcements for Wood Innovations, 
Community Wood and Wood Products 
Infrastructure Assistance Programs in late fall or 
early winter 2023/24

• Reach out to discuss project ideas



• Technology status

• Market size/ need 

• Potential to help with forest management

• Other considerations- climate, equity, timeframe
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Helena Murray
Wood & Biomass Utilization 
Program Manager 

Region 5 State and Private 
Forestry

Helena.Murray@usda.gov 

707-980-2375

16

Questions, Comments, Ideas?

mailto:Helena.Murray@usda.gov
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